
Welcome to Honors American History I!

I am sincerely looking forward to an excellent experience in American History.  My personal goal is that you see this classroom as a safe, respectful, honest place, where we all help each other grow as individuals.  While I hope that you are able to find an interest and respect for our country’s heritage, I know that this class will provide you with new ways to present your thoughts, advocate for your opinions, and think in new ways about the world around you.  I am confident that if we all bring our best efforts, we will all have positive gains as a result of our time together.

American History I is a North Carolina and CMS curriculum requirement for graduation.

The study of American History in high school builds on fundamental concepts in civics, government, economics, history, and geography.  Students will continue to build upon these ideas as studied in previous grade levels.  American History I: The Founding Principles requires students to examine the historical origins of the United States from European exploration and colonial settlement to the Revolutionary and Constitutional Eras.  Students will learn about America’s westward expansion, the growth of sectional conflict, and the Civil War and its consequences, including Reconstruction.  American History I emphasizes the economic, social, and political developments of the United States and contributes to building a framework for analyzing the impact of these issues over time.  The study of our nation’s history concentrates on understanding cause-and-effect relationships and on developing an understanding the perspectives that contribute to the historic interpretation.  Such historical study leads beyond the memorization of isolated facts toward the ability to detect trends, analyze the impact of movements and events within the United States and effects of events on the United States in an interconnected world.  The class is designed so that students are exposed to 21st century skills.  Opportunities for leadership, cooperation, creativity, as well as verbal and written communications are embedded into activities.  Students are expected to participate and take initiative in their learning.
Curriculum Units
Unit 1 – Foundations (1492 to 1733):  Exploration and Colonization

Unit 2 – An Era of Conflict (1733 to 1781): Cultural Identity and Revolution

Unit 3 – A New Government is Born (1781 to 1790): Conflict and Compromise

Unit 4 – An Emerging Nation (1789 to 1820): War and Commercial Independence

Unit 5 – The Age of Jackson (1820 to 1850): Expansion and Reform

Unit 6 – Internal Struggle of a Nation (1850 to 1877): Civil War and Reconstruction

Classroom Expectations:

In order to maintain the classroom as a positive and safe place within the school, we strive to uphold standards of respect and responsibility.  These standards apply to anyone within the classroom – students and adults alike.  There are certain rules and procedures that we must follow, because they are designed to keep us all safe.  Therefore, all CMS and South Mecklenburg High School rules and policies will be enforced, and consequences will be applied as the policies direct.  Our main goal, however, is to hold each other accountable to the ideas of respect for one another, and responsibility for our individual and group actions.  These skills are important throughout life, and help us to work together effectively as the year progresses.

Materials
Every student will need a 3-ring binder for their interactive notebook.  Students also need blue/black ink pens, pencils, and paper.  Textbooks will be available to students for use both in and outside of class.  There is a fee for unreturned textbooks. Through the use of the interactive notebook, students will be able to track daily assignments for each unit, and will have immediate access to assignments missed in the case of absences.  The enrichment schedule allows opportunities for students to complete missed assignments and assessments in a timely fashion, as well as opportunities to re-teach and further develop specific areas of study.  Students will be supported in their efforts to make up missed informal and formal assessments, both through enrichment and tutorials outside of regularly scheduled class time. 

Tutorials/Recovery


Monday - 2:15 to 3:30 and by appointment


Room: 1101





Contact Information


Mr. Andrew Marsh


Room: 1112


Email: andrewl.marsh@cms.k12.nc.us


Website: HistoryMarsh.weebly.com








In accord with the CMS High School Grading plan, the following distribution and minimum frequency of assessments in each category will be reflected in our school-wide grading practice.





Informal Assessments�
Formal Assessments�
�
30% of Quarter Grade�
70% of Quarter Grade�
�
Informal assessments must be linked to specific objectives and include a variety of assignments such as warm-ups, notebook checks, quizzes, group work, in-class tasks, class participation, etc.�
Formal assessments must be linked to specific objectives and include a variety of assignments such as tests, comprehensive writing assignments, projects, etc.              �
�
A minimum of 7 informal grades per quarter is required.�
A minimum of 3 formal grades per quarter is required.�
�



Remediation/Reassessment: Students who score below a 79% can retest after completing remediation.  Students will receive the higher grade for a maximum of 79%. Therefore, students who score a 79-100% on their retest should receive a score of 79%. Any grade below a 79% should be recorded as is. It is the student’s responsibility to initiate and complete the remediation and the retest process within two weeks of receiving the original graded assessment score or make other arrangements which are agreed to by the teacher.  





Late Work: Late work, work that is not turned in on time due to an unexcused absence or failure to attempt, applies to both informal and formal assessments: 


Students will receive a maximum 80% grade for work showing a concerted effort, if turned in one day late. 


Students will receive a maximum 70% grade for work showing a concerted effort if turned in two days late. 


After three or more days, late work showing concerted effort will receive a grade of 50% if turned in one week prior to the published exam schedule for each quarter. 





Concerted Effort: Student work will reflect thoughtful effort towards classwork, homework, and/or assessments. Variations in assignments or individual student needs should be considered in determining the definition of thoughtful effort.  It may include but is not limited to the following:  attending tutoring, notifying the teacher with questions, or arriving to class early for assistance. PLCs must discuss the idea of thoughtful effort as it applies to all students and circumstances. 





Make-Up Work:  A student who fails to turn in an assignment due to an absence, whether excused or unexcused, must be allowed to make up the work. The student must initiate contact with the teacher within five school days upon return to school to make arrangements for completing the work. After this time period, the opportunity will no longer be available. These arrangements should include a schedule for completion of the work that is appropriate, mindful of the assignment and length of absence. 








